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value: That other diseases are also causes of enlargment of the spleen 
and that, therefore, where these diseases are prevalent, the value of 
the test is greatly reduced; that the examination should be limited 
to children, as in adults of other races, East Indians, etc., chronic 
enlargement of the spleen, whether as the result of early infection of 
malaria or not, persists throughout adult life, and may even increase- 

With Negro races the results obtained by the spleen test are of 
high value. With other races, only the examinations made of chil- 
dren up to 15 years of age arc valuable. 

The advantages of the method of spleen examination are that: (1) 
There is less opposition to palpation of the abdomen in children than 
to blood examination; (2) that the examinations can be made more 
quickly than the examination of blood for parasites and far more 
quickly than differential leucocyte counts; (3) that with little train- 
ing, moderately reliable results may be obtained by trustworthy men 
with no medical education; (4) that the condition of the spleen docs 
not vary so rapidly as the number of parasites in the blood. Thus 
a spell of cold or wet weather will often result in an increase in the 
proportion of persons in whose blood the parasites are sufficiently 
numerous to be readily found, whilst the probabilities of a new infec- 
tion are not affected by such meteorological changes. The size of 
the spleen is affected by such changes to a very slight extent. (Dan- 
iels, C. W., Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, 2d edition, pp. 83-84. 
Bale & Danielsson, London, 1913.) 

Deaderick and Thompson (1916) state, relative to spleen rate and 
the endemic index, that they believe that the spleen rate would not 
disclose the true endemic index of regions in the southern United 
States. They note that elsewhere the prevalence of splenic enlarge- 
ment has been employed to calculate the extent of paludism, this 
method requiring much less time than the examination of the blood. 
In their experience the spleen rate and the endemic index estimated 
by a microscopic examination of the blood do not usually correspond 
even approximately. 

Quoting Stephens and Christophers, a selection of seven localities 
in India gave an average spleen rate of 31.46 and a corresponding 
parasite rate of 14.4. (Deaderick, Wm. H., and Thompson, L. T., 
The Endemic Diseases of the Southern States, pp. 38-39. 1916.) 



DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED APR. 9, 1921. 

Summary of information received by telegraph from industrial insurance companies for 
u-eek ended Apr. 9, 1921, and corresponding week, 1920. (From the " Weekly Health 
Index," Apr. 12, 1921, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 

Week ended Corresponding 
Apr. 9, 1921. vfeek, 1920. 

Policies in force 40,505,524 42,871,031 

Number of death claims 9,592 8,878 

Death claims per 1,000 policies in force 10.8 10.8 
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Deaths from all muses in certain large cities of the United States during the week ended 
Apr. 9, 1921, infant mortality, annual death rate, and comparison with corresponding 
week of preceding years. (From the " Weekly Health Index," Apr. 12, 1921, issued by 
the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 
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1 Annual rate per 1,000 population. 

1 "A." indicates data for the corresponding week of the years 1913 to 1917, inclusive. 'C" indicates data 
for the corresponding week of the year 1918. 

3 DeathsUjOder 1 year per 1,000 births— an annual rate based on deaths under 1 year for the week and 
estimated hiftns for 1920. Cities left blank are not in the registration area for births. 

* Enumerated population Jan. 1, 1920. 

»Databaised on statistics of 1915, 1916, and 1917. 



